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Thank You Notes  
Thanks to Kate Kramer for geography photographs from the wish list to enhance the 
study of land and water forms.  

Thanks to Quinn McGrail for a new clothesline stand, pot maker, and Can You Hear It? 
book and CD from the wish list.  

Thanks to the parents who made the Valentine mail boxes:  Bertha Taylor, Amy Chiste, 
and Ami Patel.  Thanks also to the volunteers who sorted Valentines this morning:  
Andrea Huff Habeeb, Ewa Posorski, Cheryl Welshimer, and Nathan Rihaõs babysitter, 
Angie!  Thanks for helping the children celebrate a beloved holiday!  

Congratulations  
Congratulations to Nikhil and his parents on the birth of a baby boy named Hrithik.  

100 Word Challenge  
As Montessori parents and teachers, it is not unusual to find ourselves confronted with 
the question, òSo...what is Montessori all about, anyway?ó  Despite the number of years 
we have been learning alongside our Montessori children, it can be hard to answer this 
question concisely, and to convey in a few words all that Montessori means.  

A challenge has gone out among Montessorians for each of us to develop our own 
òelevator speechó.  Below are a few wonderful examples that our colleagues from across 
the nation have come up with, using 100 words.   

Examples:  

As a scientist, Maria Montessori discovered something surprising: 
when children are active participants, 
when their choices are respected and guided, and 
when responsibility is expected and nurtured, 
a new child emerges. 
 
This childôs characteristics are concentration, self-discipline, love 
of learning and a respect for others and the world. 
 
This child is our best hope for the future. 
 
Share the hope.  Experience the surprise.  Visit a Montessori school today. 

 -Peter Davidson, Montessori School of Beaverton, Portland, OR 

 

Imagine your child in a classroom, collaborating with teachers and other students of different 
ages, using special hands-on materials to customize each learning experience. That is our 
Montessori classroom. 
  
Our Montessori teachers are trained to help your child discover new interests, lay academic 
foundations for success, and open a wide view of our universe. 
  
Think of all the times your teachers could have sparked your imagination, extended your interest, 
and helped you achieve your learning goals. Give your child the education you wish you could 
have had. Call us today to schedule an observation in one of our Montessori classrooms. 

 -Frank Vincent, Executive Director of Mountain Shadows Montessori School 

Calendar  

Friday, February 11  

Valentine Class Parties 

Friday, February 12 and 

Monday, February 15  

NO SCHOOL, Presidents 

Day Holiday 

Tuesday, February 16, 25 

Battle of the Books 4:00 at 

the Wheaton Library 

February 25   Parent Night 

(curriculum night), 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 3  

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

3:30 - 7 p.m.  

Thursday, March 4  

Parent/Teacher Conferences:  

Noon Dismissal for all stu-

dents except children in the 

Additional School Day  

program.   

Friday, March 5  

NO SCHOOL 

March 29 - April 2  

NO SCHOOL, Spring Break 

April 12 - 16 

Upper Elementary Trip to 

Grand Tetons 

Saturday, April 24  

Annual Auction 

 

 

See our websiteõs calendar for all 

the Battle of the Book dates. 

February 11, 2010 

What would your 100 -word òelevator speechó include?  We are offering a  
$10 Starbucks gift card to the best submission!  E -mail your 100 -word  

description of Montessori education to discover@wheatonmontessori.org.  
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Rebecca Lingo 

Elizabeth and Brent Berdick  

Emily Searcy  

Nellie and Samuel Shirey*  

Ed and Gen Novak*  

Wayne and Terry Fortun*  

Julie and Todd Webb  

Roshan Vaiya*  

Nasrin Vaiya*  

Susannah and George Minyila  

Roger and Betsy Mitten  

David and Tammy Layman  

Michael and Krista Augusta  

George and Monica Ceffalio*  

Rita and Jerry Richardson*  

Scot and Andrea Richardson  

Terry and Sharon Mathews*  

Sri Mallu and Joseph Ledvora  

Jeff and Betsy Miller  

Maria and Gilbert Bilezikian*  

Bill and Diane Trimble*  

Joseph Jones* 

Frances Jones Highsmith  

Thomas and Linda Webb*  

Stan Fox and Dee Lalagos*  

Jessica and Erik Hanson  

Brett and Jill White  

Addison White  

Harry and Joan OõNeill* 

Sarafin and Susana Jimenez  

Luz Maria Samudio*  

Georgiann Santoro  

Bahar and Manesha Wadia  

Henk and Ann -Marie Steenge*  

John and Bertha Taylor  

Chris and Kristen OõNeill 

Juan and Carmen Heredia Lopez  

Paul Holm*  

Julio and Imelda Lopez*  

Watson and Anne Fung  

 

 

 

 

*indicates grandparents, extended family members, or 

friends of the school.  

Annual Fund 2009-2010 

Thank You!  Our current total is $14,104.52 

We are grateful to the many individuals and families whose contributions are critical to the success of Wheaton Montessori 

School.  The following reflects gifts received at least one week prior to the current newsletter.   Gifts made to the Annual 

Fund are accepted through August, 2010.   

We are so grateful for your generosity.  Your contributions reflect your support of your children and teachers. 
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WMS Volunteers:  

The importance of volunteers at WMS is huge!  The BIGGEST community building and fundraising event of the year ñ

our Silent Auction - relies upon the efforts and expertise of WMS volunteers.  Unlike many schools and teams, the 

auction work at WMS is carried out by volunteers.  Does WMS require you to volunteer?  No.  Does WMS expect each 

and every parent to willingly volunteer?  Absolutely!  (The same way we expect each student to rise to their individual 

potential!)  Does WMS keep track of volunteer hours and penalize the families that don't volunteer to a certain quota of 

volunteer hours?  Of course not.  But do know that your volunteer efforts matter to us, regardless of the amount of time 

involved.  Below are some immediate needs that we hope you can help us with.   

What WMS needs:  

Amazing auction items . . . use your auction packet to help solicit on behalf of your children and teachers!  

We also need extra volunteers to:  

Follow up on the letters that others have sent out:  lists are available in the office.  This might mean a phone call or 
a personal visit to the business.  If you have great people skills, we need your help with this!  

Generate new businesses and categories to solicit donations from such as pizza parlors, hotels, salons, and items 
you CRAVE!  If you use the product or service, chances are it will be a hit at our auction!  

Write the catalog descriptions for the auction catalog.   

Help with the mailing of thank -you letters after the auction.   

Thereõs more!  Speak to Ms. Lingo to find your niche.  If you would like to volunteer but arenõt sure how you can 
help, just let us know.  

 

 


