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Thank You Notes

Thanks to Box Top collectors. Our | atest subm
for a small school. Keep sending in your clippings. A huge thanks to Kathy Otey for
Calendar trimming and sending the Box Tops on behalf of WMS.
e January 21Parent Night Thanks to many families that supplied our winter parties: Isabel Lopez, Anish and

6:00 p.m. Childcare provided. Aaditi Wadia, Maggie Ellis, Garrison and Hayden Schultz, Emma, Jack, and Addy
Current families and inter- Losey, Nathan Parker, Ansh Shah, Steffano Borrato, Annie Mitten, and Aleksa

ested parents welcome. Josipovic.

e January 26: Dr. Hughes 10 Tnanks to Addy Losey for a silver bowl for the polishing work.
speak. 7416 Ridge St., Chi-

cago from 7:068:30 p.m. Thanks to Analiese and Arielle for a new microwave for the elementary classroom.
* Saturday April 24: Annual - Thanks to Wolters Kluwer Law & Business for donating a network printer. We also
Auction appreciate Neki Shah for making this possible.
) Thank you to the Miedema and Wright families who have donated a new pegboard from
See our websitedgecq| endarstfagrn | saacés name. The pegboard is
the Battle of the Book dates. the elementary level.

Thanks to the many families who have donated to the Annual Fund already. Family
names will be recognized in upcoming newsletters.

Dr. Hughes to Speak in Chicago

Guest Lecture -Dr . Stephen Hughes wil/l presemt 0Good
Montessori Education and Higher -Order Cognitive Functions o]

January 26th at St. Scholastica School, 7416 Ridge St, Chicago from 7 -8:30pm.
This event is free and open to the public . Please call 847-864-2190 regarding child care.
Hosted by Chiaravalle Montessori School and Rogers Park Montessori School.

Steven J. Hughes, PhD, LP, ABPdN is Director of Education and Research for The
TOVA Company, assistant professor of pediatrics and neurology at the University of

The December 17 newsletter Minnesota Medical School, and a Montessori parent.

was not handed out as a hard

copy. If you failed to receive it “In this highly visual, rapid -paced and entertaining talk, Dr. Hughes describes how

through email, please let me . N . . .

know. You can always see Maria Montessori's brain -based approach to education provides an unparalleled

archived newsletters on our foundation for the development of academic, social, and executive functions critical for

website: advanced problem solving and lifetime success. He shows how Montessori education

www.wheatonmontessori.org  Parallels what we now know about brain development and fosters the development of
advanced cognitive functions, social cognition, and such higher -order competencies as

empathy and leadership."
The December 17 newsletter had an article by Dr. Hughes. It is archived at:

http ://www.wheatonmontessori.org/newsletters/2009_12_17 newsletter.pdf
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New Students:

Wel come to our newest students: Diya Sheth and Aiden Patel i
Schultz, and Will Theureau have joined Ms. Chisteds cl ass. F
names as other recently new students.

Thanks to all of you, we met our goal of 5 new students! We have 2 -3 spaces for very young students to start in
February.

Congratulations 4th and 5th Graders

Every member of our Battle of the Books team, consisting of 4th and 5th graders (with 6th grade coaches), has achieved

the goal of reading 25 books from the required reading list. Several team members are nearing the 50 book mark!

Congratulations to the students and their families for the commitment to this team endeavor. In our minds, the

Wheaton Montessori Battle of the Books season has already been a huge success thanks to the commitment and

enthusiasm shown by our young readers. Some schools host tryouts for their Battle teams, but we have 100% of our

eligible students participating. The enthusiasm for reading has been contagious, and many of the younger students in

our elementary community are already dipping into the books on the Battle reading list. Let us know if you would like

copies of this seasonds (and | ast seasonds) Battle of the Boc
fiction fi classics and new classics that would make great reading resource for your family.

This is the second year WMS has competed in Battle of the Books. We invite you to cheer on the team at The Wheaton
Public Library as they answer questions about all 50 amazing books. We also extend a huge thanks to the two parents
coaching the team: Aditi Shah and Elizabeth Berdick.

Elementary Charity Work:

The elementary age is an exciting time developmentally to feel strongly
about causes and injustices. Our role at WMS with our older students is
different than a traditional education approach usually takes. Most
educational settings will have character development as part of a unit of
study and when the unit is over, a test is given and on to the next theme.
What we observe here, is a snowball effect. Because the students know
how to and are allowed to initiate big work, they are looking for new
projects all of the time.

Past projects have included clothing, food and toy drives. Hospitals El B
childrends hunger and pets remain near and
been the focus of several projects. Current service projects that | am aware of include the
Will owbrook Forest Preserveds Ani mal Hospi
cancer research. Itis simply not necessary for an adult to suggest a need, or to initiate an
experience. The idea to help comes spontaneously from the children, and their experience

in the classroom and going out has given them the knowledge of how to put a plan into
action. This week two boys have planned, held class meetings, and discussed at great
length ways to help our young hospitalized friend, Aidan.

hear

yogt

There will be a letter coming home announcing a hotdog fundraising lunch that will be for

hi m. Al'l of our parents have asked and th
they need?6 and it has been difficult to Kk
There have been adult led discussions to explain that their ideas and plans will have to
remain flexible. They know they want to help comfort the child with his favorite toys like

fire trucks and dinosaurs. They believe gift cards for take out food would be helpful to his
parents while hospital stays are long. There have been discussions about how insurance
works to help provide for hospital expenses. At times, the students seem more

thoughtful, understanding, and compassionate than | could have ever imagined. In other
moments, | worry that they are being too forward. Mostly, | know that they just want to

help and none of us knows what is best in these tough situations.

Addy spreads cream cheese
on her crackers. Nathan
fills his pitcher .

There will occasionally be updates emailed to current families. If you fail to receive these, feel free to contact me.
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From a parent:

The Riha Family, who is new to the school, have a nanny they love and would like to keep happy by providing
additional morning work while their son Nathan is at school
available between the hours of 7am -11:30am, contact Linda Riha at 630 -802-6606.

Collection of Aha Moments:

| [Trevor Eissler] am also collecting stories and anecdotes for my next ldookessori Momentsl need your
Aimoments! o This book wildl be a collection of fAAha! o mo
your flashes of insight into the Montessori method. Did you see a child do or say something that stopped you in your
tracks? Did you suddenly feel a connection to, or realization of, one of the principles found in the classroom (internal
rewards, concentration, peace education;distfipline, etc.)? What emotional, intellectual, or social Montessori moments
stand out in your memory as defining moments for you and could spark the interest of a prospective parent reading about
it for the first time?

Additionally, to provide contrast, | [Trevor Eissler] ask for those
Amoment sd0O you have experience
realized that there was something fundamentally wrong with the
educational method.

If your story is included in the published version, | will pay a small
for your contribution.

Feel free to distribute this 0s
Regards,
Trevor Eissler
trevor@montessorimadness.com
www.montessorimadness.com
Donét forget tWheatenyMdanmnmt a3 pageli @
Wanted:
Our volunteer drivers for the elementary going outs are awesome. We
are looking for a few more to join the service ranks. If you have 2 hours
a month or more that you could vol. ve Yy

an email that Veda wrote:

Addison cleans the leaves of a plant.

Dear parents,
We are looking for people to drive us to:

The library, pet stores, grocery stores, zoos, nature preserves, The Shedd Aquarium, and The Field Museum.
(These are just examples, so there are more places that we might have to go to!) The reason why we need drivers
is because we love to go and explore and get information by ourselves, instead of the teachers or someone else
getting the information for us and then telling us what they learned. So please volunteer as a driver!

Thank You!
Sincerely,

The Elementary Class
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Aarav, new to staying
for the school day, with
the metal insets.

Metal insets prepare
children for beautiful
handwriting.

Max, new to staying
for the school day,
practices letters on the
chalkboard.

Ms. Chiste with sev-
eral children around
while she helps each at
their own writing level.

David practices letters
on a table top chalk-
board. Notice the
sandpaper letter on
the table as an

example.
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