
 

Wheaton Montessori Schoolǐ1970 N. Gary Ave.ǐWheaton IL 60187ǐ630-653-5100ǐdiscover@wheatonmontessori.orgǐwww.wheatonmontessori.org 

March 27, 2009 

On Monday, March 9, 

Wheaton Montessoriõs 

fourth, fifth, and sixth 

graders headed to Wash-

ington, D.C. for the upper 

elementary trip.  Students 

spent five days exploring 

the nationõs capital, and 

the itinerary was jam 

packed.  On Tuesday, the 

group spent the day at 

George Washingtonõs 

Mount Vernon Estate.  The 

children were able to see 

Washingtonõs farm, talk to 

docents, actors, and volun-

teers. They learned that 

Washington was more than 

an amazing general and 

leader; he was also an inno-

vative, successful farmer.  

Early in the week, the 

group took tours of the Li-

brary of Congress, the 

Capitol Building, and the 

Smithsonian Air and Space 

Museum.  The group also 

received tickets to the 

House Gallery through a 

congressman, and students 

were able to watch House 

members vote on legisla-

tion.  On the final day of 

the trip, the students took 

a tour of the White House, 

then visited Fordõs Thea-

tre, the National Ar-

chives, Arlington National 

Cemetery (where they 

saw the Changing of the 

Guard Ceremony), and 

the National Museum of 

Natural History.  The day 

ended with a twilight bus 

tour that stopped at the 

Roosevelt, Lincoln, Jeffer-

son, and Korean and Viet-

nam War Memorials.  

This kind of group trip is 

possible for Wheaton 

Montessori students be-

cause our elementary pro-

gram emphasizes going 

out.  Going out is a key 

component of the elemen-

tary Montessori environ-

ment.  Students are en-

couraged to arrange trips 

to build upon work they 

have launched in the 

classroom and expand 

their research.  Chicago 

museums, the local li-

brary, art and hardware 

stores, pet stores, banks, 

and botanical gardens are 

Going Out Leads to Our Capital City  

 

Auction News:  

Bidding continues on babysitting during the event.  Itõs as easy as e-mailing or calling Ms. Lingo with 

your bids and/or questions.  

Night with Ms. Searcy:  A Star Party complete with viewing the moon through her telescope and making 

a Galileo telescope to keep.  Watch for more details in the Preview Catalog arriving April 17th.  

 

just some of the goings out 

that take place daily each 

year.  

Once children are in the 

second grade, they begin 

taking shorter, overnight 

class trips.  In the past, 

Wheaton Montessori stu-

dents have visited Mam-

moth Cave National Park, 

Cahokia Mounds, and St. 

Louis.  This year, the large 

group trip will be to Bara-

boo, Wisconsin to explore 

the geology of Devilõs Lake 

and visit the International 

Crane Foundation.  Plan-

ning for the trip is just as 

important as the trip itself.  

Students raise funds, figure 

out driving distances, plan 

and shop for meals, discuss 

what they will need to pack, 

and investigate the sites 

they plan to visit.  

The experiences the chil-

dren accumulate from local 

goings out and the shorter 

overnight trips mean they 

are confident and ready to 

tackle a larger, longer trip 

with an ambitious itinerary.  

Calendar  

March 30-April 3:  Spring 

Break 

April 10:  No School 

April 25:  Auction 
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While in D.C., our group got from 

place to place using the Metro Rail 

and Bus system.  The children ap-

plied map reading skills as they 

learned to navigate a large public 

transportation system and as they 

helped plot out the order of the itin-

erary.  Using these real life social 

studies skills, along with their expo-

sure to government in action and 

history, helps to bring the curricu-

lum alive.  We want children to see 

how the subjects they study in the 

classroom are still relevant and how 

there is always something new to 

learn, even about stories and events 

that happened many years ago.  

Maria Montessori believed elemen-

tary children have an incredible 

capacity to learn.  They ask big 

questions and always want to know 

òwhy.ó Because of this, the Montes-

sori elementary curriculum always 

aims to show children how subjects 

intersect.  A math lesson will al-

ways include elements of history 

and language; history lessons will 

discuss geography and science. Be-

cause of the developmental charac-

teristics of the elementary aged 

child, they possess a real desire to 

learn and an enthusiasm that is 

often unmatched in other age 

groups.  This enthusiasm means 

that trips can and should be a key 

part of our elementary program.  
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This picnic table is Mrs. Taylorõs Class Auction  Project.  Each student in the class helped to decorate this one-of-a-kind keepsake. 

We are so pleased to know that our 

friends are coming back.  We recog-

nize how difficult the current eco-

nomic times are.  To that end we 

have included an article to validate 

your decisions.  If you are reading 

this newsletter on line please find 

the article on the web by cutting 

and pasting into the web browser:   

http://www.montessori.org/sitefiles/

hanging_in_there_w_montessori -

web.pdf 

Re-enrollment  


